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I came to Auburn University to get a master’s degree in English Literature with the goal of becoming a high school English educator after graduation. I received my bachelor’s degree in English from Mississippi State University to ensure that I had the greatest amount of exposure to the Literature that I would be teaching in the future. Therefore, I continued my education in the English department at Auburn to achieve the same goal. Overall, I have been able to not only continue a close study of both British and American Literature, but I have also learned and adapted my teaching style and goals through continued courses in Rhetoric and Composition.  

A significant part of my graduate school experience has been broadening my Literary interests 
beyond British Literature, which I focused on primarily for my bachelor’s degree, to include more American Literature. In this broadening, for Dr. Fagan’s Frederick Douglass course in the spring semester of 2021, I was interested in learning more about the application of Christian theology into the lives of individuals across the world. I specifically explored this in the New Testament poetry of Frances Ellen Watkins Harper, an African American 19th century Christian abolitionist. Her religious works appear to be heavily influenced by the Second Great Awakening’s engagement of women in religious practices, and this is shown through a greater emphasis on women’s engagement in religion in her poems. Therefore, in the seminar paper that I created for this course, I argued that Frances Ellen Watkins Harper’s New Testament poems are poetic sermons that create more agency for biblical women and represent a more modern theological exploration of Scripture than was common for the 19th century. I continued my research into Christian theological applications in Literature in future classes such as Dr. Bertolet’s Medieval Literature course the following fall, but this paper was the first in which I explored those ideas in depth. For this paper, I included a historical context component for the first time, which has heavily impacted how I approach literary analysis papers since then. One thing that was emphasized in this course was the material culture of the 19th century and understanding historical backgrounds/biographies of literary works and authors. Therefore, this course and research has increased my desire to ensure historical context and accuracy for my future classes, as well as allowed me to gain a greater understanding and appreciation for the vast forms of 19th century African American Literature.

Along with my study of Literature, I also took Composition courses since I knew that Composition was not one of my strengths. During the same spring semester, I took Dr. Lesh’s Composition course on graffiti and spatial theory. I wanted to research how to apply Composition to literary works in an integrated way that combines spatial theory, History, Literature, and Composition at a high school or undergraduate level. For this research, I chose German and British poems from WWI soldiers to study poetic composition spatially. I began this study first by gaining a greater understanding of spatial theory and how it can be applied to Literature followed by my application of that theory to WWI poetry. The goal of this research was to learn how to teach historical spaces, like WWI trenches, through uncommon and subjective mediums like poetry which would have been heavily influenced by the space in which they were written. It was also created to learn how to guide students away from engaging with Literature in their writing merely based on preference but as a rhetorical device that communicates in a particular way. I explored this through a theoretical seminar paper that analyzed spatial theory and Literature, and through this work, I learned more about what teaching that theory could look like in a Literature classroom.

I partnered this work with a hypothetical lesson plan and detailed explanation of that plan as a specific way to apply the methods and information gathered in my research. This lesson plan was meant to detail how to introduce aspects of spatial theory, History, and Composition with Literature and what types of literary works to study together to teach students this content in the most effective way. Despite the general goal of teaching students WWI Literature, the specific goal of this lesson plan is to introduce interdisciplinary ways of engaging with Literature and to teach the complex methods of Composition within a historical context. Therefore, I formed this pedagogy to create a more complex learning environment in which students can grow their understanding of Composition beyond the classroom and into studies of History and Literature. This course was my first exploration into creating lesson plans with a purpose beyond teaching the general material, and I created additional lesson plans in future classes such as in Dr. Ryan’s American Literature class the following fall. Through this work, I was able to practically see ways to teach Composition in a Literature classroom, and Dr. Lesh’s summer Composition course immediately following this class on community engagement helped me further my research on teaching those ideas.

Beyond the courses that I took and the seminar papers that I composed, I was also able to teach Composition this semester which has allowed me to practically see how to begin applying the methods that I have learned about in the classroom, such as informal writing assignments, giving students time in class to work on their writing, and peer review among students. Since most students in the Composition courses are not English majors, teaching Composition to students who have a hard time seeing how it connects to their other courses created pedagogical issues. I was challenged to emphasize to students the greater role of interdisciplinary compositional skills that extend into all departments, which led me to rely much more heavily upon group work and informal in-class assignments to encourage students to begin writing in whatever context. This has been helpful for me as I prepare for my future job teaching 10th grade American Literature in the fall, but at this point, I have been unable to apply an interdisciplinary application of History, Literature, and Composition. However, I anticipate this connection across disciplines to be central to how I will teach Literature in high school as I begin preparing my lesson plans for my future job.

Overall, the work that I have performed at Auburn University has helped me to begin thinking more critically about how I engage with Literature as well as how I intend on teaching that to my students. I have grown a clearer understanding of how I like to teach Literature with Composition and History as well as what I find most valuable in Literature. Therefore, from both my Literature and Composition courses, I have grown a more specific understanding of what it means to teach Literature in context with other disciplines. I have also developed more experience and practice before I enter into the classroom professionally. 
